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1.  What is PDGA Europe? 

o At present, PDGA Europe is a Steering Committee consisting of PDGA affiliated Country 
Representatives, the PDGA International Committee Chair, the PDGA International Director, all voting 
members, and the TDs of PDGA Major events in Europe (non-voting members). PDGA Europe is also a 
sub-set of the PDGA International Disc Golf Committee. PDGA Europe is empowered to take Europe-
wide decisions involving PDGA Tour, event, membership and related disc golf standards. Certain 
decisions, including the awarding of Major event status, and the PDGA membership fee structure, will 
require the approval of the PDGA Board and/or Executive Director. PDGA Europe is supported in terms of 
management, finances, marketing/promotion, and otherwise by PDGAHQ. 

o Over time, as resources and infrastructure are developed, PDGA Europe is seen as becoming a self-
sustaining entity incorporated in a European country that maintains a contractual partnership and mutually 
beneficial relationship with PDGAHQ and the PDGA brand.  

o The PDGA Europe yahoo group is used for ongoing communication among the Committee members 
o PDGA Europe websites are www.pdga-europe.com and www.pdga.com  
o English is the official language of PDGA Europe. 
o Contents of this document were approved by PDGA Europe during meetings of November 25, 2007 and 

(date of next meeting or electronic vote).  
 
 
2.  Goals of PDGA Europe are to: 

o Strengthen and support the growth and expansion of disc golf throughout Europe through continued 
implementation of the PDGA affiliated country and international program 

o Strive to ensure equality and fairness in decision making for both Scandinavia (“EuroNorth”) and the 
southern European “EuroSouth” countries.  

o Set tour standards for classification of PDGA-affiliated European events into appropriate tiers within the 
different countries.  

o Set standards for classification of European players into universal Professional and Amateur divisions for 
competition in PDGA events in Europe and around the world 

o Develop multi-lingual versions of standard PDGA documents, including the PDGA Rules of Play, the 
Official’s Exam, informational and marketing flyers, as tools for the affiliated countries, and to assist in the 
introduction and development of disc golf into other European countries. 

o Increase the professionalism, and the marketability of PDGA EuroTour events to communities, 
businesses, and the media at the local, regional, and national levels. 

o Support the growth of individual national disc golf associations through affiliation with PDGA Europe. 
o Strengthen the PDGA brand as the global leader in organized/competitive disc golf 

 
 
3.  PDGA Affiliated Country 
The cornerstone of the strategy for growing disc golf internationally is the building of partnerships between the 
PDGA and the national disc golf (or disc sports) association(s), both at the country and at the continental level. At 
the country level, these relations focus on growing PDGA memberships and integrating tournaments into a global 
system of PDGA Tour events, with the National Associations retaining responsibility for all other domestic/in-
country issues. At the continental level, the focus is on developing the PDGA EuroTour, PDGA Major events in 
Europe, the marketing of these events, and related event standards.  
 
The following 11 countries were PDGA affiliated in 2007 and are expected to participate in PDGA Europe in 2008: 
  

Belgium  Germany Russia 
Denmark Great Britain Sweden 
Finland Netherlands Switzerland 
France      Norway 

 

The following countries have a basic disc golf infrastructure and/or are targeted for affiliation in 2008/09/10: 
  

Austria Ireland Portugal 
Czech Republic Israel Spain 
Iceland  Italy  
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All European countries are welcome to join and should contact the PDGA International Director or the PDGA 
EuroTour Manager for more information. 
 
The basic criteria for being a PDGA affiliated country in 2008 are: 
 

o The collection and submission of at least ten (10) PDGA memberships, including payment, to PDGAHQ 
o The hosting of one (1) or more sanctioned PDGA Tour events in country, including adherence to PDGA 

event standards and the submission of timely event information, results, and fees 
 
 
4. PDGA Country Coordinator 
 

Each affiliated country has a PDGA Country Coordinator, as appointed by the national association, or in the 
absence of an involved national disc golf or disc sports body, by the current PDGA members in that country. The 
Country Coordinator serves as representative to PDGA Europe and to the PDGA International Committee. The 
roles and responsibilities of PDGA Country Coordinators include: 
  

o The promotion, assembly, and submission of memberships, event dates, and event results to the PDGA 
International Director and to PDGAHQ using the forms provided by PDGA 

o The management, tracking, and submission of the membership and event fees due from their country. All 
fees are sent to PDGAHQ in Georgia, USA, with the exception of EuroTour event fees which are sent to 
the PDGA EuroTour Manager. 

o Participation in the PDGA Europe yahoo group discussions on current topics 
o Country vote on any PDGA Europe and International disc golf topics requiring group decision 
o Coordination of PDGA activity and promotion in country, including the distribution of PDGA Europe 

resources and tools to TDs and members (Guide to PDGA Europe, International Event Report, on-line 
scoring instructions, membership forms, officials tests, info on the benefits of PDGA membership, etc.).  

o The handling of PDGA related requests from TDs and members in their country 
o Communication with PDGA regarding country issues and priorities including reporting of any significant 

developments or breakthroughs, and identifying specific areas for PDGA support 
o Annual updating of the information on country disc golf courses in the PDGA Course Directory 
o The awarding of their country’s national representative spot in the 2008 USDGC. More details are 

available here: http://www.zonedriven.com/files/2008_USDGC_Qualifying.pdf           
 
PDGA support and benefits to the affiliated country includes: 
 

o individual membership benefits, including player ratings, as discussed below  
o PDGA Tour calendar listings and event results posted at www.pdga.com  
o PDGA support packages and resources, including banners & event signage, merchandise samples, tour 

programs, course design, event management, marketing and sponsorship materials, etc  
o translation of key PDGA literature, such as the  “PDGA Rules of Play”, Officials Test, and “What is Disc 

Golf” brochure, into local languages 
o rights to use PDGA or PDGA-affiliated names and logos 
o dedicated topical area in the international section at www.pdga.com with linkages to events, country 

websites and other information 
o training in small sized sports player association management 

 
 
5. Affiliated Country Membership System 

 
1. Each country association should have its own membership system with national fees and the option for 

members to pay for a PDGA Affiliated Membership. Countries that do not have a formal association or 
membership structure are encouraged to register their players as affiliated members with the PDGA, and to 
seek advice from other European countries and the PDGA in establishing a country association. By 
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developing their own national membership systems and by affiliating with the PDGA, countries will strengthen 
their own organizational capabilities.  

 
2. 2007 PDGA Affiliated International Membership Fees: 
 

US$20 Professional 
US$10 Amateur & Junior 
 
 Receives PDGA member/tour card, sticker, information, rules book*, tracking of individual’s player 

results and rating at www.pdga.com, the right to play in PDGA Tour events around the world, the right to 
play in PDGA Major events including Scandinavian Open, World Championships, and USDGC (subject 
to player qualification). 

 *The PDGA generally gives its members 1 rules book each time a new edition is published. New 
members receive the rules book as part of their membership. National Associations also can distribute 
copies of the rules book in their local language. 

 

+ US$10 New member discs 

 For this fee a new first time PDGA affiliated member also receives a PDGA logo disc and a 
new member # mini disc. 

+ US$40 PDGA Magazine  
• Annual subscription sent by airmail. Starting in 2008, six (6) issues will be sent each year. 

 
 3 or more subscriptions per country are requested in order to receive this discounted rate. Magazines will 

be mailed to Country Coordinator for distribution to members.  

 Each affiliated Country Coordinator receives a complementary magazine subscription and will be shipped 
an annual support package of PDGA and disc golf promotional materials in February or March. 

 Within reason, Country Coordinators may substitute Euros for $ in the listed membership price structure. 
For example, to collect €15 instead of $20 for a basic Pro membership, or €10 instead of US$10 for a 
basic Amateur/Junior membership. Any difference in the rate of exchange may be used by the 
Coordinators to cover the costs involved in sending $ to and communicating with PDGAHQ, and as 
incentive and modest compensation for their efforts to build the PDGA in their country. Paying in Euros is 
the easiest process for most Euro players. 

 The PDGA international membership price structure represents a subsidy when compared to USA and 
Canada member fees. This PDGA subsidy is justified by the broader goal of increasing international disc 
golf, towards which these funds will be used. There will be a $10 increase in affiliated international 
membership prices for 2009. 

 See Appendix 5 for the 2008 PDGA Europe membership forms 

 See Appendix 8 “The Benefits of International PDGA Membership” 
 

3. Standard Individual International PDGA Membership (available at www.pdgastore.com ) 
 

 The PDGA has members from around the world, including many non-affiliated countries where there are 
less than 5 and in some cases only 1 member. Any international disc golf player can therefore also pay 
for their membership directly with PDGA USA, by mail or on line. However this method of paying is not 
considered to be part of the affiliated country program, and is not subsidized. Therefore the prices are 
higher:  

• Renewal with NO magazine - $30 
• Renewal with airmail magazine - $80 
• New member with NO magazine - $40 
• New member with airmail magazine - $90 
• These new member prices include new member disc and mini. 
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4. PDGA Eagle, Ace, and Birdie Club Memberships 
 
 The following 2007 PDGA international membership options are the same price for all countries and 

membership types, and include the magazine: Eagle Club $2000 (lifetime membership, receive Eagle 
Club jacket and personalized discs), Ace Club $150 (receive Ace Club shirt and personalized disc); Birdie 
Club $100 (receive personalized Birdie Club disc).  

   
 
6. PDGA Europe Player Classifications 
 

The following list includes all 2008 PDGA Professional and Amateur divisions. The typical PDGA event 
divisions are shown in bold. 

 
PROFESSIONALS: 
- In Professional divisions, players compete for cash in Euros (€) (or the local national currency), and trophies. 
- The following Professional divisions may be offered at 2008 PDGA Tour events in Europe: 

o Open (MPO) – All players eligible, regardless of age or gender. 
o Women (FPO) – All female players eligible, regardless of age.  
o Master (MPM) – All players born 1968 or earlier, regardless of gender.  
o Master Women (FPM) – All female players born 1968 or earlier. 
o Grandmaster (MPG) – All players born 1958 or earlier, regardless of gender. 
o Grandmaster Women (FPG) – All female players born 1958 or earlier. 
o Senior Grandmaster (MPS) – All players born 1948 or earlier, regardless of gender. 
o Legend (MPL) – All players born 1938 or earlier, regardless of gender. 
 

AMATEURS:  
- In Amateur and Junior divisions, players compete for prizes and trophies.  
- The following Amateur and Junior divisions may be offered at 2008 PDGA Tour events in Europe: 

o Advanced Amateur (MA1) – All players eligible, required for players rated 935+. 
o Advanced Women (FW1) – All female players eligible, required for players rated 800+.  
o Amateur Master (MM1) – All players born 1968 or earlier, regardless of gender. 
o Amateur Master Women (FM1) – All female players born 1968 or earlier. 
o Amateur Grandmaster (MG1) – All players born 1958 or earlier, regardless of gender. 
o Amateur Grandmaster Women (FG1) – All female players born 1958 or earlier. 
o Intermediate Amateur (MA2)  – All players with a rating of <935 
o Intermediate Women (FW2) – All female players with a rating of <800 
o Recreational Amateur (MA3) – All players with a rating of <900 
o Recreational Women (FW3) – All female players with a rating of <750 
o Youth (MJ1) – All players born 1989 or later, regardless of gender.  
o Youth Girls (FJ1) – All female players born 1989 or later.  
o Junior Boys (MJ2) – All players born 1992 or later, regardless of gender. 
o Junior Girls (FJ2) – All female players born 1992 or later. 
o Junior Boys (MJ3) – All players born 1995 or later, regardless of gender. 
o Junior Girls (FJ3) – All female players born 1995 or later. 
o Junior Boys (MJ4) – All players born 1998 or later, regardless of gender. 
 

- A player relinquishes their PDGA Amateur status by accepting money for place of finish in a Pro division.  
- A player retains PDGA Amateur status by declining cash won in a Pro division.  
- Pro players are not eligible to compete in Amateur and Junior divisions at PDGA Europe events, but may 

seek reclassification as Amateur by petitioning their National Association or Country Representative. 
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12.  Event Entry Fees and Payout Standards 
 

Calculation of Entry Fees 
 

-     PDGA Europe events and TDs are requested to follow the flexible table below in determining their entry 
fees. This will help to build consistency in events and player experience in your country and across 
Europe.  

 
- Please note this table shows total entry fees. From these amounts certain items may be deducted, 

leaving the NET ENTRY FEES referred to in the Tier Standards above. These deductions include: 
 

a. PDGA EuroTour event player fees - € 5 per player (all divisions) 
b. Host country association and/or local club fees 
c. Host park, land owner, and/or municipal authorities fees (green fees)  

 
 

2008 PDGA EUROPE - RECOMMENDED TOTAL ENTRY FEES 

EuroTier Open Women Master/GM Amateurs Juniors 

EuroTour        
A Tier € 60-100 € 60-90 € 60-90 € 30-50 € 30-50 

EuroTour        
B Tier € 40-80 € 40-70 € 40-70 € 20-40 € 20-40 

Challenge 
Tour A Tier € 40-70 € 40-70 € 40-70 € 20-40 € 20-40 

Challenge 
Tour B Tier € 20-50 € 20-50 € 20-50 € 10-30 € 10-30 

Challenge 
Tour C Tier € 0-30 € 0-30 € 0-30 € 0-20 € 0-20 

 
 
 
Calculation of Event and Divisional Payouts 
 
- The minimum amounts and %s of players to be paid out at EuroTour and EuroChallenge events by Tier 

are described in Section 10 of this document.  
 
Example: 
The payout standards for a EuroTour B tier event are: 
-    € 2000 minimum pro purse including € 250 minimum sponsor cash added 
-    80%+ of net entry fees & sponsor cash paid out, minimum 33% of players in each division paid out 
- For a EuroTour B tier with € 400 sponsor cash and 50 pro players paying a net entry fee of € 50 the 

calculation of the minimum purse is therefore (€ 400 + € 2500 = € 2900) x 80% = € 2320.  
 

- The remaining % of net entry fees and sponsor cash (in the above case this = 20% or € 580) should also 
go to the purse, to the extent this is reasonably possible. However these funds, in particular sponsorship 
monies, are also for the TD and the host club to use in covering their other costs (trophies, pro player 
packages, food and drink provided free to players, and other event organization costs), and even in 
making a small profit. 
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- PDGA Europe events and TDs are also expected to follow the 2008 PDGA International Payout Table 

(see Appendix 4) in determining the payouts for each division at their events. This table provides payout 
schedules and curves for the top 25%, 33%, and 40% of players within a division. This table is also built 
into the International Event Report form, as a tool for assisting TDs with their payout calculations. Please 
see the Table for the payout curves used and for an example of a division payout calculation. 

 
-  At all PDGA Europe events each Pro division is to receive its proportional share of the net entry fees in 

the purse.  
 
- In regards to the allocation of added money, it is recommended that this be divided among all pro 

divisions, but that MPO (top players) and especially FPO (small division of top women players) receive a 
greater share on a per player basis. For example, a Euro event payout could include € 5 added per MPO 
player, FPO € 10, and other pro divisions € 3 per player.  

 
 
13.  2008 PDGA EuroTour Points & Bonus System 
 

As stated above, the PDGA fees collected at EuroTour events go in large part to a year end player bonus 
system based on points.  

 
- In order to qualify for the bonuses, pro division players must compete in and complete at least 1 EuroTour 

event in both the EuroSouth and the EuroNorth. 
- For each player the top 4 event points will be counted towards their overall EuroTour position and the 

bonus payouts. These top 4 events must include at least 1 event from both the EuroSouth and the 
EuroNorth. 

 
Points System: 
 
The EuroTour points system awards 150 points to the winners in each pro division, and descending amounts 
of points based on division and place of finish. Please see the 2008 EuroTour points table for the specific 
numbers of points awarded in each division to each position.  
 
The maximum # of points a pl;ayer can obtain is 600, based on 1st place finishes at 4 EuroTour events. 
Tiebreakers for final position will be decided based on a players 5th, 6th (etc) best EuroTour event finish, and if 
necessary on place of finish at the final EuroTour event.  
 
Bonus System: 
 
The top 10 MPO, the top 3 FPO, and the top 3 MPM will be paid EuroTour bonuses, amounts to be 
determined based on amount of PDGA fees received from EuroTour events. Trophies will also be awarded to 
the top EuroTour finishers in MPO, FPO, MPM, MPG, and MPS divisions. 
 

 
14.  Acknowledgement of Standards  
 
- All PDGA Europe events and Tournament Directors acknowledge that they have read and agree to follow the 

2008 PDGA Europe standards outlined in this document.  
 
 
15.  Rules of Play  
 
- All PDGA Tour events and Tournament Directors acknowledge that they are familiar with and agree to follow 

the official PDGA Rules of Play. The 2006 Rules of Play remain in effect for 2008. 
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- The decision to apply the 2 meter rule rests with the National Associations and with each event Tournament 

Director. National Associations may declare whether the 2 meter rule will be applied or not applied at all 
PDGA events in their country. In the absence of such a declaration, the decision will rest with individual TDs, 
who must announce their decision at the players meeting or in the event information. Where no 
announcement is made the 2 meter rule will NOT be in effect.  

 
- The following PDGA policy and clarification to Rule 804.05 is a requirement of all 2008 PDGA Tour Events: 

 

Any player who uses an illegal substance, or any other substance forbidden by park or course rules, during 
his or her play (from the 2-minute warning through submission of his or her scorecard) shall be disqualified 
from the event. This standard applies equally to underage consumption of otherwise legal substances, as well  
 
as to substances illegal for use by all. This standard also extends to venues where alcohol is otherwise 
permitted: in such cases there must be a course or event rule in place making the use of alcohol during play 
illegal. In summary, the use of alcohol and illegal substances will not be tolerated during competition. TD’s are 
to report any and all such disqualifications: i) at EuroTour events to PDGA Europe, and ii) at PDGA 
EuroChallenge Tour events to the host National Association. 

 
 
16.  PDGA Europe Contacts 

 
Lots of resources on PDGA Europe can be found at www.pdga-europe.com , including the contents of this 
Guide, detail on the 2007 and 2008 EuroTour events and schedule, EuroTour photos, individual EuroTour 
player statistics, and more information on the PDGA. 
 
  

Here are some useful links for European TDs and players at www.pdga.com : 
 

PDGA Tour Schedule by Country: http://www.pdga.com/schedule/search.php  
 

PDGA Tour Statistics & Leaders: http://www.pdga.com/stats.php  
 

PDGA Individual Member Player Statistics: http://www.pdga.com/members.php   
 

PDGA Player Ratings: http://www.pdga.com/player_ratings.php  
 

PDGA International Program documents including the Rules of Play in different languages: 
http://www.pdga.com/org/international.php  
 

 
Here are links to the PDGA’s European partner association and other leading European disc golf websites: 
 

British Disc Golf Association: http://www.bdga.org.uk/  
 

Deutscher Frisbeesportverband: http://www.discgolf.de/   
 

Finnish Frisbee Association (FFA): http://www.frisbeeliitto.com/?sivu=8  
 

Nederlandse Frisbeebond (NFB): www.frisbeesport.nl  
 

Norway Diskgolf: http://www.diskgolf.no/  
 

Svenska Frisbeesport Förbundet (Sweden): http://www.frisbeesport.se/  
 

Swiss Disc Golf: http://www.swissdiscgolf.ch/  
 

Discmania: http://www.discmania.net/page/home 
 

Latitude 64 Golf Discs: http://www.latitude64.se/  
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For more information on PDGA Europe please contact your Country Coordinator, or one of the other PDGA 
representatives listed below: 
 

 
PDGA Europe Committee Members     January 2008 
Country/Title       
Belgium Pascal Thioux pascal.thioux@skynet.be 
Denmark Torben Halgaard harting@soroefrisbee.com 
Finland Jussi Lindberg jussi.lindberg@welho.com 
France Florence Dumont florence.dumont@noos.fr 

Germany Michael Vöglmeyer 
michaelvoglmeyer@discgolf-
dassel.de 

Great Britain Neil Webber bruce_disc@yahoo.co.uk 
Netherlands  Erik Schmieman erik@schmieman.nl 
Norway Ingar ballo Sandum ingoball@gmail.com 
Russia Yuri Zelentsov hwicha@gmail.com 
Sweden Pierre Kristoffersson pierre@discgolfproject.com 
Switzerland & PDGA EuroTour Manager Paul Francz discgolf@bluewin.ch 
PDGA Europe Website Manager Sinus Frank sf@valbyparken.dk 
European Open TD (non-voting) Jussi Meresmaa jussi@discmania.fi 
Scandinavian Open TD (non-voting) David Berglund david@latitude64.se 
PDGA International Committee Chair Dave "Nez" Nesbitt dave@dnesbitt.com 
PDGA International Director Brian Hoeniger bhoeniger@pdga.com 
 


